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H2Old Testament
“Sorrow”
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Today is the first week of a brand new series called, “H2Old Testament.”  This three part series will explore Old Testament stories that involve water.  We’ll look at each story to learn more about the character of God and what he wants from us.  This week, using the story of Noah and the Flood, we’ll look at how our sin breaks God’s heart, and how our own sadness over sin can lead us to repentance.


Children will use an 
Children will brainstorm a list of things that make them sad.

Entrance Video:  Under the Sea
Worship Leader: Hey Kids’ City!  I need everybody on their feet.  We’re going to stand-up and worship our God together.   
Song:  You Are Good (i-Worship Video)
Worship Leader:  And now it’s time for something brand new that we’ve never ever done at Kids’ City before.  
Activity:  Will it Float?  (Play the theme music)  
(Worship leader will need a large clear bowl filled with water, a bar of IVORY soap, a paperclip, and a penny.)
Worship Leader:  That’s right.  It’s time for “Will it Float?”  I’m going to hold up an object and you’re going to let me know if you think this object will sink or float.  If you think it’s going to sink you’re going to chant “sink, sink sink, sink……”  But if you think it’s going to float you’ll chant “float, float, float, float…..”  Got it?  Let’s practice once.  Pretend everybody in Uptown thinks it’s going to sink and everybody in Club 45 thinks it’s going to float.  Ready, on your mark, get set, go!…. Great job.  Now it’s time to really play the game.
Okay, object number one:  A bar of Ivory Soap.  Let me hear you. (Hold up the soap and let them respond.)  Drum-roll please.  (Have them pat their knees then release the bar of soap into the large clear bowl of water.) Ta-da!  Raise your hand if you got it right.
Okay, object number two:  a paperclip.  (Hold up the paperclip and let them respond.)  Drum-roll please.  (Have them pat their knees then release the paperclip.) Ta-da!  Raise your hand if you got that one right.

Okay, last one.  Object number three:  a penny.  (Hold up the penny and let them respond)  Drum-roll please.  (Have them pat their knees then release the penny.) Ta-da!  Who got that one right?  Thanks for playing and don’t forget to join us next week for another round of … (Play theme music)

Alright, let’s watch this to see what our Big Idea is about today.
Video:  Noah and the Ark (See Appendix for video teaching script)
Worship Leader:  Wow, I never really thought about how my sin makes God sad before.  (PPT-Big Idea) Let’s say today’s Big Idea together:  God’s heart is sad when we sin.  (Remove the “wise choice” truth from the KC Truth Logo)  That’s why it is so important that we remember this important truth.  What does this say?  (I need to make the wise choice).  The wise choice is to obey God, but when we do mess up the wise choice is to ask him for forgiveness.  God loves us and he will forgive us for our sins.  Let’s stand together and sing a song about God’s love.
Song:  Love is Deep

Worship leader:  If you have your offering for giving back to God you can bring it up now as we sing our last song, “My God.”

Giving Back to God

Song:  My God

Worship Leader:  Thanks for singing.  You guys can head back for small group time.  
Exit Music: Surf Buggy by Dick Dale and his Deltones

Children will talk about what makes them sad and what makes God sad.  They will work on a boat craft as a reminder of today’s lesson.

(Video opens with communicator standing by a body of water.)

Communicator:  (Reading a story from the Bible to herself.  Looks up and notices the camera.)  Oh.  Hi there.  I’ll be with you in just a second. I’m almost ready.  (finishes reading the story.)  And …done. (closes the book.) Sorry for making you wait so long.  I just couldn’t put that book down until I knew how the last story ended.  See, I just finished reading three stories from the Old Testament of the Bible that all have colossal amounts of water in them.  We’re talking gushing, splashing, roaring, raging amounts of water.  And that’s why I’m standing out here next to this big lake.  I’m standing here because I get to introduce the brand new series we’re starting today called H2Old Testament.  You probably know that H2O is a name that scientists sometimes use for water.  So H2Old Testament is a series of Old Testament stories about water.  Well, actually the stories are more about God and His character, but in every single one God uses water to teach us something important about himself.

So take off your raincoat, put away your umbrella, and get ready to soak in all that God has to teach you through these wet and wild stories.  The first one is about a man you might remember who built a big boat in the middle of the desert.  But I bet you’ve never thought about the story quite like this before.  Come on.  We need to go somewhere to set the right mood, and I know just the place.

(Communicator in a boat store)

Communicator:  So, here we are at a boat store.  This is where people come when they need to buy a boat.  As you can see they have all different shapes, sizes, and colors to choose from.  My favorite is the ______ one.   A boat store seems like the perfect place to tell you the story of the most famous boat owner in all of history.  But during the time of Noah, there wasn’t any store like this to come and buy a boat from.  So when Noah heard from God that a great big flood was coming, he had no choice but to build a boat himself.  Now, there are some pretty big boats in this place, but they are NOTHING like the boat Noah built.  His boat was bigger than this one, and bigger than that one, and even bigger than that one.

Have you ever seen a commercial on TV for one of those really big cruise ships?  That’s more like the size of the boat Noah built.  But wait, I’m getting a little ahead of myself.  I think we should go back and start at the beginning.

(Voiceover with cartoon version of the Noah story)
The story of Noah in the Bible begins with these words:  The Lord saw how bad the sins of man had become on the earth. All of the thoughts in his heart were always directed only toward what was evil. The Lord was very sad that he had made man on the earth. His heart was filled with pain. So the Lord said, "I created man on the earth. But I will wipe them out. I will destroy people and animals alike. I will also destroy the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air. I am very sad that I have made man."

Why did God decide to send a flood that would cover and destroy almost every creature he himself had made?  Because God was sad.  He was sad about the bad things he saw happening in the world.  He was sad about the way that people were hurting each other and being so cruel.  But there was one person who made God happy.

The Bible says that Noah was a righteous man.  Now that doesn’t mean that Noah always did everything right, it doesn’t even mean that he never made God sad, it just means that he knew how to make things right with God when he messed up. He didn’t want to keep making God sad.  He didn’t want to live a life full of sin. And for that reason, God decided to save Noah and his family from the waters.  But it still wasn’t easy for them.

That’s when the boat comes in.  God tells Noah, a man living in the desert, who probably has never seen much more than a trickle of water in his whole life, to start building a boat.  A really big kind of boat called an Ark.  And not only would this Ark have to be big enough for his family, but it also had to be big enough to hold a bunch of animals that God wanted to save too.  

God gave Noah specific directions about how to build the ark, and then he said, "Bring two of every living thing into the ark…Two of every kind of bird will come to you. Two of every kind of animal will come to you. And two of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you. All of them will be kept alive with you.  " 
Noah did everything exactly as God commanded him
Now that was one really big boat, and a whole lot of work.  Imagine trying to take care of all of those animals and having to clean-up after them. Yuck! And it wasn’t like they had acres of grass to run around in.  I bet those animals got pretty cranky being cooped up in that boat for so long.

Once Noah’s family and the animals were in the ark, the water started to come and did not stop.  It came from the skies above and burst up from the ground below.  It rained for forty days and forty nights until all the earth was covered.   Noah and his family and the animals floated around in that boat for a whole year, until finally God sent a wind to blow back the waters.  And slowly they started to go down.

Noah sent a raven out from the Ark to find dry land, but the bird just flew back and forth with no place to set its feet.  Later he sent a dove and on his second try the dove came back with an olive branch in its beak, so Noah knew there had to be dry land somewhere.  Finally after more waiting the earth was completely dry.  God called Noah and his family out of the big boat and told them to fill the empty earth with many new children.  And then he made a promise to them.

"I will never put a curse on the ground again because of man. I will not do it even though his sin makes me sad. I will never destroy all living things again, as I have just done.  From today we will start again new.  Here is the sign of the promise I am making.  I have put my rainbow in the clouds. It will be the sign of the promise between me and the earth.  Sometimes when I bring clouds over the earth, a rainbow will appear in them. Then I will remember my promise. The waters will never become a flood to destroy all life again.”

And God blessed Noah and his wife and his sons and their wives.  And from this one man, who knew that sin makes the heart of God sad, a new family of children was born and a new day of hope began on the earth.

The End.  

But not really.  Even though Noah’s story is finished, our story isn’t.  God did promise never to flood the earth again, which is great news for us, but it’s still true today that God’s heart is sad when we sin.  Sin makes God sad because he wants what’s best for us, and sin is not what’s best.  If we want to be people after God’s own heart, then it’s only right that we should feel sad about sin too.

It’s not fun to feel sad, but sometimes sad is the right thing to feel.  Sometimes feeling sad about doing wrong things, helps us remember to do right things.  Just like Noah, we’re not right all the time.  We’re going to do some things that make God sad.  That’s just the way things are.  But as Christ-followers we need to make the wise choice by asking for forgiveness when we do bad things and by letting our sadness turn us around.  Remembering how sin hurts God can help move us in a better direction.

I hope you thought about the story of Noah in a new way today.  You’re going to talk about it more in small group time, so if you have questions, be sure to ask your small group leader.  And don’t forget to come back next week to find out what the next Old Testament water story will be.  Any guesses?  I’ll give you a hint.  It doesn’t have anything to do with a boat.  Which is too bad, because I’d really like to give one these a test drive.  Oh well.  See you next week!




H2Old Testament
Sorrow


Today is the first week of a brand new series called, “H2Old Testament.”  This three part series will explore Old Testament stories that involve water.  We’ll look at each story to learn more about the character of God and what he wants from us.  This week, using the story of Noah and the Flood, we’ll look at how our sin breaks God’s heart, and how our own sadness over sin can lead us to repentance.


As the children arrive greet them by name and tell them you are glad they are here.  Ask them about their week and allow them to share any news or concerns.

Ask the children in your group to brainstorm a list of things that make them sad.  Record their answers on a large piece of paper.

Before you go to large group take down the list so kids will not see it when they come back.  Tell your kids that they will be hearing a Bible story about a time when God felt sad.


 Songs:
        IWorship: “You Are Good” 

“Love Is Deep”

“My God”

Activity:  
“Will It Float” presentation using 3 objects, asking if each of them will float. 
Video:
Set by water, first the communicator will introduce the series about Old Testament stories that have to do with water.  Then, set by or on a boat or canoe, the communicator will tell the story of Noah and the flood, which will be a voiceover of a cartoon version of the story.  This lesson will talk about the sorrow God feels when we sin, and about how we can use our own sorrow as a path toward repentance.


As children return, have them sit in a circle so everyone can be seen and heard for the discussion.   Have a new sheet of paper posted on the wall.  (You should have already take down the list the children made during the intro.)
In KC celebration you heard a story about a time when God felt sad.  Let’s brainstorm a list of things that you think make God sad.  (Record their answers.  Examples:  people disobeying God, people hurting each other, people being selfish, people who don’t help others, wars, fighting, God feels sad for his children when they feel sad.) 

Take out the list your group created during the intro time.

What things on these two lists are the same and what things are different?  How is our own sadness different or the same as God’s? (Allow them to share)
As Christ-followers we want to model our hearts after God.  Not only does that mean trying to love the way God loves, but it even means feeling sad about the things that make God sad. And God’s heart is sad when we sin.   Can you remember a time that you felt sad about something you did wrong?  Share with the group what happened and what it felt like.  (Allow them to share. Feel free to share your own age appropriate example.)

Why do you think doing wrong things makes us feel sad?  (We feel sad because we’ve disappointed God or our parents or ourselves.  We feel sad because our actions hurt someone else.  We feel sad because we know we could do better.  We feel sad because doing wrong things makes us feel far from God.)

Nobody wants to feel sad, but what kind of people would we be if we didn’t feel sad when we did wrong things? How can our sadness about our own sins actually help us?  (feeling sad about our sin can lead us to ask God for forgiveness  and to try not to do that same bad thing again.)
Let’s look at today’s key verse.  Repeat together.

Key Verse: “Godly sadness causes us to turn away from our sin and be saved.  And we are certainly not sorry about that.”  2 Corinthians 7:10 (NIrV)

As Christ-followers we need to make the wise choice by using our Godly sadness to turn us away from sin and towards God.  God is sad when we sin, not because he wants to control our lives and tell us what to do, but because he loves us and knows how much our sin will hurt us and our family and friends.  

Review question leading to challenge:  What did you learn today about the heart of God?  (God’s heart is sad when we sin because he loves us very much and wants what’s best for us.)

[image: image7.wmf] Next Step Challenge:  If you’re feeling sad about something this week, remember that you can use sadness to turn you back to God.
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 Project:  Boats

Pass out a boat kit to each child, permanent markers, and glue.  Have them put their name on the bottom.  Follow the instructions included with the boat kit.  Encourage them to decorate the boat and keep it as a reminder of what they learned today.  Remind them about the boat in the video from KC large group and the story of Noah.  Pass out a sticker to each child to put on the mast of their boat as a reminder of today’s principle.
Take out the prayer card to record today’s requests.  Send the card home with the member of your small group who has signed up for the prayer team this week.


       Prayer:  “Dear God, please help us to have hearts like yours.  Hearts that love the people around us and feel sad about the things that make you sad.  Help us use our sadness about our own sins to bring us back to you.  In your name, Amen.”
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Kids’ City


Celebration





Big Idea:  God’s heart is sad when we sin.





Scripture: 


Noah & the Flood


Genesis 6:5–8:21





Key Verse:


“Godly sadness causes us to turn away from our sin and be saved.  And we are certainly not sorry about that.”  


2 Corinthians 7:10 (NIrV)





Artist Focus





Introduction in Small Groups			         10 Minutes





KC Celebration									     25 Minutes





Uptown & Club 45 Small Groups						     25 Minutes
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Small Group
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Big Idea: God’s heart is sad when we sin.





Principle: I need to make the wise choice.





Scripture: 


Genesis 6:5-8:21


Noah & The Flood





Key Verse: 


“Godly sadness causes us to turn away from our sin and be saved.  And we are certainly not sorry about that.”


2 Corinthians 7:10 (NIrV)








Leader Focus





Introduction in Small Groups			         10 Minutes





KC Celebration									     25 Minutes





Small Group										     25 Minutes








PAGE  
[image: image3.jpg]5 

